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ARE YOU IN THE ZONE?

Homecoming success

Ludwig game room is a second

Men's basketball team

home for many students

dominates season opener
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The
world’s
largest retailer is coming
to Kankakee’s RiverStone
development.
A
Wal-Mart
Supercenter will be built at
Exit 308 in southern Kankakee
Mayor Don Green announced
Friday.
According to Roderick
Scott; Wal-Mart’s regional
manager for community
affairs, the goal' is to begin
construction on the store in
the first or second quarter of
2006. Once ground is broken,
Scott says it should take nine
or 10 months to complete.
Plans call for a
203,000-square-foot building,
including a grocery store
Scott estimates the business
will provide between 350 and
500 jobs.
-O ctober 2 1 ,2 0 0 5

M

Freshman Brook Soulia gives a tour to Christine Wentendorf and her father Peter. The annual U.S. News ranking of
colleges named Olivet a top-tier Midwestern university earlier this fall. Chris Gibson/Staff
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A water bottle two
athletes shared at Manteno
High School is believed to
be the culprit in the spread of
viral meningitis.
The brain disease left
both athletes hospitalized, and
on Tuesday safety concerns
closed the high school for the
second time in the past two
weeks. Both students afflicted
with the virus were teammates
who likely shared a water
bottle, allowing the virus to
spread, according to district
officials.
__________ -O ctober 2 6 ,2 0 0 5
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Olivet receives high ranking
Admissions process becomes slightly more stringent
By Rachel Buller
News writer
With
the
recent
selection as a Top-Tier
University in U.S. News and
World Report’s “America’s
Best Colleges,” Olivet seeks
to recruit higher qualified
students in response to limited
housing.
According to an Olivet
press release, the university
was chosen for the award
based on several criteria,
including small class sizes,
freshman retention, class
rank of incoming students
and percentage of full-time
faculty. These are attributes
Olivet would like to not only
maintain but improve. This

category includes more than
70 Midwestern institutions
that grant a full range of
undergraduate and master’s
degrees.
According
to
Petersons,
a
college
information databank, Olivet
is currently considered a
minimally difficult entrance
level university as it admitted
1,798 of the 2,747 students
who applied the previous year.
ACT scores include 89 percent
over 18 and 43 percent over 24.
Only seven percent of ONU
students come with a score
over 30, though the national
average is a 20.
As of now, two
letters of recommendation

are required along with a
minimum GPA of 2.0 on a 4.6
scale. An essay is stressed,
though not mandatory, which
may be subject to change.
Regardless of any
need
for
improvement,
administrators feel Olivet’s
most recent honor reflects
its strong emphasis on both
academic quality and Christcentered living.
According to the press
release, University President
Dr. John Bowling commented
on the liberal arts education
and facilities Olivet offers,
traits factored into the U.S.
News recent ranking.
“This recognition reflects
the University’s commitment

to excellence in every area,
which continues to attract
some of the country’s most
outstanding young men and
women. The uniqueness of the
Olivet experience transcends
books and papers, and results
in well-lived lives of service to
God and humanity,” he said in
a release from the university.
Brian Parker, Director
of Admissions, commented on
the credit Olivet has been given
in an Olivet press release.
“I’m delighted to see
Olivet receiving the national
recognition it deserves,” he
said.
See ADMISSIONS PAGE 2
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Bowling form s new cabinet
By Noah Hansen
News writer
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University President
Dr. John Bowling has
announcedanewadministrative
division at Olivet. The newly
formed President’s Cabinet
is now intact and meeting
regularly to advise the president
in new and creative ways and
to help the university run more
efficiently.
According to Olivet’s
press release, Bowling told
faculty and staff that he could
not be satisfied with “business
as usual” and hoped for a

“fresh” perspective through
the appointment of the cabinet.
The
President’s
Cabinet, which will meet on
a monthly basis, will consist
of 11 members, including
Gary Streit, vice president of
Academics; Doug Perry, vice
president of Finance; Woody
Webb, vice president of Student
Development; Brian Allen,
vice president for Institutional
Advancement; Carol Maxson,
dean of the School of Graduate
and Continuing Studies; Brian
Parker, director of Admissions;
Dennis Seymour, director

of Information Technology;
David Pickering, director of
Human Resources; Michael
Benson, university chaplain;
Susan Wolff; and Dr. Bowling
himself.
Streit is optimistic
about the Cabinet’s formation.
“This is a new
grouping of people to create
new conversations, making
creative
advancements
for ONU,” Streit said.
Under
Bowling’s
leadership, the team will
also try to foresee and avoid
obstacles that may hinder the

University’s life and service.
Bowling
was
optimistic as well.
“[The
cabinet]
helps me stay in touch with
a wider group of people
on campus, and hearing
directly from more people,”
he said. “It Is an opportunity
to bring new voices to the
table for problem-solving.”
The
President’s
Cabinet meets on a monthly
basis and, if necessary, upon
the request of the president.
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The GlimmerGlass is the
official newspaper o f the
Associated Students o f
Olivet Nazarene Univer
sity and a member o f the
Illinois College Press A s
sociation. The opinions
expressed in the Glimmer
Glass are those o f each
writer and are not neces
sarily held by the A sso
ciated Students Council,
faculty, administration or
students o f Olivet Naza
rene University.

LETTER SUBMISSION
The GlimmerGlass en
courages readers to re
spond through letters to
the editor. For publication,
letters must be signed anc
sent to GlimmerGlass,
Box 6024. The editor re
serves the right to edit let
ters for content, style, and
length. Publication is not
guaranteed. Further inqui
ries may be addressed by
calling the GlimmerGlass
office at campus exten
sion 5315.

University re-examines
disaster preparedness plans
By Katie Nichols
News writer
In
response
to
Hurricane Katrina and other
recent natural and man
made disasters, Olivet is
re-examining its disaster
preparedness plans.
Currently, the school
has
complex
emergency
response plans for every type of
disaster from tornados to fires
to weapons of mass destruction.
Recently, however, University
President Dr. John Bowling
has declared an initiative to be
extra attentive to these plans.
Director of Public
Safety Craig Bishop, the
leader of disaster relief efforts
on campus, is working to help

the Olivet community become
aware of these emergency
systems.
“We are striving to be
realistic in that the documents
are always changing and
we’re making new plans
each year because of campus
environment changes,” he
said. “There are always more
students, buildings, land and
new people coming to campus,
and we’re always training
people with our plans.”
Bishop oversees the
Unified Command System
project,
which
fosters
communication among police,
fire, and emergency response
departments prior to their
campus arrival. He also serves
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on two county committees that
prepare the community for
both natural and man-made
disasters.
“We
work
in
partnership with all area police
and fire,” Bishop said. “If
there was a critical incident on
campus, they would all come
here and form a command
center and work together.”
While Bishop plans
for the worst, he does not feel
students need to live in fear of
disasters.
“The , more we’re
open with each other and with
reality and what’s happening,
the more we can work together
•to become preventive,” Bishop
said. “We don’t want fear or
paranoia, but it’s a good thing
to be attentive. .*. We don’t
want the campus to become
complacent about this issue.”
In addition to Olivet
students,
the
Kankakee

ADM ISSIONS
<CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Senior
ambassador
for admissions, Emily Rosner,
said she noticed an emphasis
on calling
prospective
students
with high
ACT scores,
which are
sent to the
u n iv e rsity
directly by
the
ACT

PER VISIT
ON THE
BEST BULBS
IN TOWN
AND CHECK OUT OUR NEW
BETTER-THAN-EVER TANNING PACKAGES!

/fcr-—
151 W. Harrison, Bourbonnais
Across From ONU (Behind Jimmy John's and Air Gas)

No Appointments
Just Come On In!

organization.
Although Rosner says
admissions is not being “super
selective,” and is still calling
and admitting students with
simply “decent” ACT scores,
she feels that the increased

community relies on the
university to prepare them
for emergency situations. For
example, many years ago,
a main water line broke in
Kankakee County and Olivet
was able to supply water
to restaurants and residents
through its well water source.
Bishop noted the
vast array of resources Olivet
offers to the community and
its students such as the food
service, physical plant and the
structure of the university with
the administration, Resident
Directors,.Resident Assistants
and students.
With such resources,
Olivet can plan ahead.
“We want to be
proactive in our planning,
so that we’re not reactive in
our response,” Bishop said.
“We want to be a step ahead
and take care of any problem
before it develops.”

selectivity will advance the
university.
“We’ll have a stronger
school
acadmically
than
before,” she said.
I
n
addition,
admissions
h
a
s
discussed
requiring an
interview
w i t h
applicants;
however,
this
is
more to ensure that students
visit campus, a policy Rosner
admires.
“[Enrolling in Olivet]
is a big committment to make
without ever, stepping foot on
campus.”
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Bob Kring introduced characters on stage at the Candy/Costume Fest at Hidden Cove on Halloween night. At left, sophomore Melissa Morehouse
posed as Yoda, while at right, seniors Niki Baty, Nathan Pyle and Jenny Dittmer came dressed as a pilot and his flight attendants. Chris Gibson/Staff

Between Abercrombie and Armani:
What fall fashion says about us
By Alexis Cluver
Variety writer. yet is there a set time when a twist. When fanatics showcase
wardrobe from Abercrombie extreme combinations of
Throughout our lives is inappropriate? A time where purple and gold at sporting
there are unspoken guidelines Armani takes its place and events one might cringe at a
for the way we dress. Early on faded jeans are replaced by lack of fashion sense...
we can get away with wearing pinstriped suits?
Except for the fact
According to Vogue that we’re in college, and we
Mickey Mouse sweatshirts and
purple socks.
magazine, “What’s luxurious can create our own fashion
By high school status to us is making our own rules. sense. A creation that uniquely
is determined by the brands It’s about everyday elegance: represents us for who we are at
we wear. In the real world, If you’re feeling extravagant this point in our life.
each profession requires a one morning, go for it. Wear
A trip to the cafeteria is
particular garb, and by the time whatever you feel.”
evidence enough that a variety
As girls flock from of identities are at home on our
we hit retirement we’re back
to Mickey Mouse sweatshirts Williams in a horde of pearls, campus. From sweats to skirts,
and purple socks.
popped collars to grunge, each
As college students,
of us has a unique style that
"So many souls
we’re somewhere between
comes from inside. What we
high.school and the real world, walking around
wear reflects who we are or
and somewhere between this campus, yet
who we want to be. The thing
Abercrombie and Armani.
is, as college students, we may
all
we
see
are
the
A place where our identities
not know who we are or who
hinge on the majors we’ve clothes covering
we want to be, and even if we
chosen, the clubs we’re in,
do know, we’re not there yet.
//
the offices we hold and the them up/
We’re in college.
sports, we play. We’re at the
We’re in between the high
time in our lives that we get by »JANIE CASE, SENIOR
school mold and the.real world
wearing whatever reflects our
mold. We’re searching for
identities: dirty pajama pants
'something to shape us. We’re
from last week, fur coats, Nike shrugs and leg warmers, in college: a place where there
shocks or an overabundance of one might guess that they is no mold because it is the
missed the memo about place we are molded. A place
pearls.
As a rule of thumb, it’s Olivet becoming a runway where there are no fashion *
fashionably incorrect to wear for fall fashions. Seeing select guidelines because there are
white between Labor Day and members of BURPO sporting no guidelines for who we will
Memorial Day. There is also their new T-shirts over collared become.
a limited amount of time in shirts and ties, one might get
It’s important to dress
one’s life that mini skirts can the impression that business how you feel. Whatever that
be pulled off with tact. And apparel now includes a casual may be, it’s an expression of

you and at this point in our
lives that needs to be embraced
to the fullest. If wearing a fur
coat gets you evil looks you
may be less likely to take
another fashion risk. Yet if
deep down you’re yearning
to let out a wild side and fur
is your outlet, go. for it. Feel
extravagant.
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Before leaving for
Oxford senior Janie Case
looked across the quad and
commented on what she saw.
See Fashion> PAGE 4
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Residential life staff more than enforcer,
provides spiritual development
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Senior Resident Assistant
Bethany Prugh talks with
junior Lauren Kehl. "I really
have a heart for women,"
Prugh said. "There are so
many mixed signals we are
receiving, not just through
the media, although that's
a big one, but by our
parents, friends and even
churches, that may not
be entirely accurate. God
has lead me on an amaz
ing journey and I want to
share how good He has
been to me with other
people." Prugh and Kehl
live in UP 200.
Amanda Shelley/Staff
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By H.Witt, A. Shelley
A&E writer choosing RAs is not easy.
Interested students must first
Residential directors fill out an application. It is
(RDs) and assistants (RAs) in carefully examined, and if
cooperation with the Office it is accepted, applicants are
of Student Development are interviewed.
“Our • goals
of
working to make Olivet’s
providing
a
healthy
living
residential environment one
that is beneficial to spiritual environment for students are
development and are counting accomplished through a few
things, and prayer has to be
on each other for support.
Members
of the the first and foremost. The
residential life team have many spiritual life of a person in
goals. Their most important is Residential Life is the single
to ensure they are creating a most important aspect of how
community in which students they lead,” Middendorf said.
The
application
are able to grow in their walk
process,
however,
is small
with Christ.
“We are responsible compared to the work that is
for
three
main
areas: done during the school year by
academically, socially, and the RAs. The chosen RAs must
most importantly, spiritually,” give up much of their time and
said
Tom
Middendorf, energy to be sure they are, in
Associate Dean for Student fact, creating an environment
Development.
“Spiritually, that facilitates spiritual, mental,
we are there for accountability and social growth.
“Being an RA cannot
in things that may serve as
stumbling blocks for a person’s be about me. Just like someone
can use his or her artistic
spiritual journey.”
Residential life is abilities as an offering to God,
meant to enhance the learning I use this avenue. For every
of students not only in school face, there is a heart that is
but also in life. RDs and dearly loved by God. I have
RAs work as facilitators of the opportunity to put hands
this learning process and are and feet 4o that love,” said
chosen based on their ability Bethany Prugh, a senior RA in
University Place apartments.
to be an example.
The process of trying
Though RAs are
to
show
the students Christ is
required to enforce university
something
that cannot be done
policies, they are more than
alone. RDs and RAs work
just “enforcers.”
“My hope is that those together and support each
[rules] are in place to help a other to accomplish this. This
person succeed, not to hinder year, some RAs have chosen
to start accountability groups
them,” Middendorf said.
The
process
of to encourage one another.
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The RAs often form
close bonds with one another.
“I have an incredible
RA team. These women
know first-hand what happens
on a day-to-day basis, and
I surround myself with
encouragers, people who are
positive and people who are
real and honest. Having people
there to challenge me is really
incredible,” Prugh said.
Informational
meetings for those interested
in being RAs next year will be
held in the spring. Contact the
Office of Student Development
for more information.
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Fashion
Continued from PAGE 4

“So
many
souls
walking around this campus,
yet all we see are the clothes
covering them up,” Case said.
Without looking past
this outer layer we’re missing
a huge part of our student
body. We’re missing the part
that matters. If you really look
at someone you will realize
that the clothes they wear are
a reflection of their soul. In
a sense, clothes bridge the
gap between who we. are and
who we are perceived to be.
By crossing that bridge and
getting past the outer layer we
like to garnish in pink pearls
and Nike shocks, an identity
is discovered. An identity that
is not defined by Abercrombie,
Armani or anything else.
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We invite you to explore the Summer III Student Nursing Experience
with Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota. This program is for junior
year students of a four-year baccalaureate nursing program. Summer
III begins in early June and lasts for 10 weeks. Summer III is a paid,
supervised nursing program exposing the student to a broad range of
direct and indirect patient care settings on inpatient and surgical units.
Since 1997, Mayo Clinic Nursing in Rochester has been a recipient
of the Magnet Hospital Recognition Status for Excellence in Nursing
Service by the American Nurses Credentialing Center.
For more information about the Summer III program, please visit our
website or contact:

Mayo Clinic
Human Resources, OE-4
200 1st Street SW, Rochester, MN 55905
ph 800-562-7984
e-mail summer3@mayo.edu

Application Deadline: January 15,2006

Game room a second home for some
By Jonathan Swigart
A&E writer
Two years ago, the
basement of Ludwig was
nothing more than mailboxes,
couches and ping-pong tables.
Down there now, though, one
can find things such as the CStore, foosball tables, billiard,
darts and even the ping-pong
tables. However, the addition
that perhaps receives the most
use and the most attention is
the game room or “The Zone,”
as it has recently been named.
Opening in August
2004, the game room is an at
tempt to give Ludwig a more
contemporary feel.
According to game
room manager Nicole Baty, the
goal was to add a place for stu
dents to hang out with friends
or have fun in other ways be
sides ping-pong, which was
all that was offered before the
2004-05 school year.
Upon entering the
game room, students will find
a total of 36 seats, between the
movie-theatre style seating and
the seating for the computer
área. There are four plasmascreen televisions with three
systems each (Playstation 2,
Xbox and Gamecube), as well
as 12 gaming computers with
a number of games available
in both multiplayer and single
player mode, depending on the
student’s mood. In the center
of the room is a large projec
tion screen on which students
can view the movies, televi
sion and the occasional sport
ing event.
According to Baty,
there are usually 16 to 20 peo
ple in the game room on any
given night, with the comput
ers generally being full dur
ing this time. Weekends have
a larger draw with around 20
to 30 people in the game room
playing games such as Halo
and Mario Kart on the con
soles and America’s Army and
War Craft on the computers.
“The improvements
they have made down there
have made it a great place to
hangout,” said Baty, observing

that before the game room was
in place, the Ludwig basement
was not as much of a social
“hot spot.”
In addition to the dif
ferent gaming experiences of
fered for individual students;
the room offers an edge to
group dorm life as well. Each
Sunday night, there are game
room parties held for resi
dents of the different dorms
on campus. RAs can reserve
time slots to hold floor parties,
something that Baty says helps
with fellowship for the floors.
Another opportunity
the game room offers is the
relationship it has with intra
murals. With the help of Bob
Kring, last year the game
room held Halo tournaments
that squared the students off
against one another in the pop

Sophomores Caleb and Joel Floyd intently play a com
puter game on a Tuesday afternoon. Chris Gibson/Staff
ular Xbox game. This year in
tramurals is looking toward the
possibility of having a tourna
ment based on the Mario Kart
game, a popular Gamecube ti
tle that puts players in the driv
er seat as their favorite Mario
character?. •
To keep things fresh,
attention is paid to the popu
larity, or lack thereof, of each
game title in the game room.
If a certain game is found to be
receiving less and less atten
tion, it is removed and a new
game is introduced, along with

Joe’s Automotive Inc
Car running rough?
Check Engine light on?

See L a rry N o ttk e
Certified

the new games that are intro
duced upon their release, al
lowing students to play a large
variety of games instead of the
same games repeatedly.
In just under a year
and half of operation, the
game room has managed to
gain a fair amount of fans and
the subsequent critics.
For those who enjoy
gaming in general, the game
room has brought a sense of
community to students who
are there on a regular basis.
Sophomore Jordan Prewitt, a
game room regular, believes
that the game room is a good
thing for a private school
such as Olivet, saying that
it offers a time to meet new
people and get together with
current friends. Junior Ryan
Quanstrom agrees.

Electrical Specialist

937-9281
560 S. W ashington, Kankakee

“It builds friendship.
I don’t think that I’d talk to a
lot of the guys that I do talk to
now if it weren’t for the game
room,” said Quanstrom.
According to Erin
Mages, a game room worker,
there is stigma that many peo
ple that do not come into the
game room associate with it.
“I think that a lot of
people from the outside per
haps have a negative percep
tion of people that come in
here and spend a lot of time
in here, but I think that they’re
completely wrong,” she ex
plained.
“God gave us all dif
ferent gifts and different in
terests,” Mages continued. “
There are guys on the football
field spending hours on run
ning drills and then there are
guys in here that are more in
terested in virtual fun.”
Mages noted that the
majority of the students that are
in the game room are playing
on the computers. The most
popular game on the comput

ers is War Craft, a game that
she says usually has the same
people playing it.
One fan of War Craft,
Billy Heller, said he notices
a particular group of people
when he plays.
“I do usually see the
same people, but more people
keep joining,” he said.
Prewitt addressed the
issue of students spending
more time gaming than doing
homework.
“The people that let
[the game room] control their
academic life are the people
that have problems maintain
ing their GPA anyway,” he
said.
Prewitt when on to
add that students that know
to manage their time to fit in
homework don’t have a prob
lem spending time in the game
room.
On the other side of
the glass, some feel that stu
dents spending large amounts
of time in the game room could
be spending that time in better
ways.
“You can do a million
other things. Playing videogames, you are so anti-so
cial,” said Kate Wendorf. She
also believes that avid gamers
could be working on their ma
jor or studying for classes.
Wendorf believes that
spending prolonged periods
of time in the game room is
unhealthy for academic lives,
suggesting that time dedicated
to games is time wasted.
“I think they aren’t as
good [academically] as they
could be, which is really dis
appointing,” she said.
Amanda Taylor agrees
with Wendorf. Taylor be
lieves that spending inordinate
amounts of time on games,
particularly the computers,
is pointless. However, Tay
lor says that she herself does
enjoy some of what the game
room has to offer. She men
tioned that she has ’ enjoyed
playing Mario Kart and talking
with friends. The ambiguity is
probably here to stay, accord
ing to Baty.
“I don’t know if there
is any real way to stop the neg
ativism,” said Baty.
Either way, “The
Zone” is here for the whole of
the Olivet community. To some
it is a way to relax after a long
day of classes, while for oth
ers it is the topic makes their
eyes roll. As long as students
are entertained, the game room
has done its job.

How do you
feel about the
game room?

Rich Holmes, senior

“It gives you times to re
lax, and gets your mind
o ff schoolwork. It can
become a problem, but if
yo u ’re mature enough, it
can be a great accent to
life at Olivet. ”

Lyndon Matson, senior
game room employee

“The game room can be
a problem i f students play
too much. I think the game
room can either hurt rela
tionships or help students
make relationships. ”

Chelsea McKay, junior

“I do believe the game
room destroys all social
interaction on campus
and is the cause o f the
failure to perform at one s
best in class. ’’

A&E
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Olivet and dance: Not a bad combination

,

Despite rules and stigm a Olivet students pursue their love o f dance on- and off-campus
By Olivia Hodges
A&E editor
Whether it comes in
the form of ballet, salsa, hiphop, break-dancing or swing,
dance persists as a popular
interest for many of Olivet’s
students.
Despite dance being
prohibited as a part of uni
versity-sponsored events, stu
dents have still found ways to
enjoy their favorite pastime.
Some travel to Chicago on
the weekends in order to salsa
dance, while others venture
over to Indiana for some oldfashioned country line danc
ing.
Many students at
Olivet have pursued dance
throughout their lives.
“I’ve taken ballet, tap,
jazz and ballroom lessons,”
said freshman Andrew Biggs.
Biggs said he first
became interested in dancing
while he was involved with
musical productions as well
as show choir.
“Our choreographer
Michael Weaver and my
teacher Donni Dean taught me
to dance,” said Biggs.
Senior Niki Clark
also learned her craft through
classes, though in the setting
of a public magnet school in
Chicago.
“I grew up going to
schools that offered the fine
arts and started taking dance
in second grade,” she said.
“By fourth grade, I was taking
dance at other Chicago com
panies as well.”

Clark, whose favorite
dance style is hip-hop, was
also greatly impacted by the
area where she was raised.
“I grew up a very
culturally diverse environ
ment where I was exposed to

about a result of learning from
family members and watching
music stars.
Growing up in Bour
bonnais, senior Josh Fightmaster was able to learn hip-hop
and break dancing by turning

Niki Clark shares her passion for dance with students in
the Ravenswood neighborhood of Chicago
a variety of dance styles and
a general appreciation for
dance,” she said.
Such an environment
encouraged Clark to pursue a
wide variety of dance styles,
ranging from classical to
modem.
“I grew up always
taking ballet and was exposed
to everything from modem
jazz, tap and hip-hop in my
academic schooling.”
For others, however,
their talent in dance came

for ya!” he said.
Unlike the others,
however, Clark’s passion for
dance is not a family affair.
“My parents say that
because of the lack of coor- .
dination in my family, it is
a God-given gift since they
certainly didn’t pass it down,”
Clark said.
Most students with an
interest in dance agree with
Clark that dance can be an
edifying art form, and is only
wrong in certain contexts.
When asked if there
was
anything
inherently
“wrong” with dancing, McNeal said, “No, I think it’s just
right. It’s a great form of exer
cise, and helps to keep me in
shape.”
Jenny Graves, a ju
nior who has recently started
to pursue swing dancing, an
swered “absolutely not” when
asked the same question.
“To say that all danc
ing is wrong is just silly,”
Graves said. “There are appro
priate and inappropriate ways
to dance.... I mean, who is go
ing to tell a fourth grade bal
lerina that she’s a sinner?”
Clark went on to say
that attitudes about dance at
Olivet have occasionally been
“stifling.”
“I think that to sup
press dance as an art form not
only curbs one of our God-giv
en gifts of creative expression,

“I have been to a ‘fam
ily-friendly’ swing dancing
club,” said Graves, “and it was
a lot of fun.”

There are appro
priate and inap
propriate ways to
dance. ...I mean,
who is going to tell
a fourth grade bal
lerina that she is a
sinner?
»JENNY GRAVES

“I think I’ve been able
to pursue my dancing here by
participating in Ollies Follies,”
McNeal said.
Biggs, Clark and
Fightmaster also showed off
their talents during this year’s
annual class competition.
Biggs has choreo
graphed some dance numbers
for both Broadway Review and
the Orpheus Variety Show, and
Clark has participated in the
Multi-Ethnic Relations Com
mittee’s annual “Star Search”
talent show, taking home first
prize in the 2004 competition.
Clark and Fightmaster
have also found ways to share
their gifts with others by teach
ing dance at a day camp in the

on his TV.
“I learned [to dance]
my senior year of high school
from watching Michael Jackson
and Usher videos,” he said.
Senior Rondale “Digga” McNeal also learned the
craft by watching those he re
spected - in his case, family
members.
“I learned from watch
ing my family and other peo
ple,” he said. “Noth
ing was formal; it
was all informal.
... I learned on the
streets.”
His mother
and other Olivet
students were main
inspirations
and
teachers in the devel
opment of his style.
“My mom
has a lot of rhythm,”
he said, “and I’ve
watched some of
the greatest break
dancers here, like
Niki [Clark] and
Josh [Fightmaster],
I picked up dancing
by watching them.” Niki Clark and Josh Fightmaster showcase their dance moves while
Like Me- summer day camp students look on from behind
Neal, dancing is
something of a family affair for but it also limits our chance to Ravenswood neighborhood of
Biggs and Fightmaster, who connect with the art world by Chicago last summer.
For Clark, the experi
both say that members of their setting up boundaries and con
doning a form of God-given ence was a way to express her
family enjoy the activity.
talents and fellowship with
Biggs’ younger sister is expression,” she said.
However, Clark and other believers.
involved with show choir that
“It was great to share
participates in a competition others have still managed to
my
passion
with others, espe
each year, and Fightmaster’s pursue their passions during
cially
in
a
community
of faith
their years at Olivet by pursu
brother is also a dancer.
“My brother Caleb is ing activities on- and off-cam that viewed dance as a Godgiven art form,” she said.
amazing; just ask him to dance pus.
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Integrating faith on the air
By Abbie Mantor______
Spiritual Life writer

fresh and modem,” Eltrevoog
said. “Day to day, we have to
fight the temptation to forget
He reclines casually, the foundations of the radio
arms folded and legs crossed, station.”
surrounded by memories: a
Being in the world, but
collage of pictures sits on a tall, not of the world, is a difficult
silver filing cabinet. Behind line to walk for Eltrevoog
him on the matching “prize and the other members of the
cabinet” rest matchbox cars, Shine.fm staff. The goal of
Pepsi bottles and certificates. the station is to reach young
Platinum records and pictures adults who may be living
of Chicago hang on the wall.
entirely in the world with a
Student workers dart gospel message that is fresh
in and out of his office with and meaningful.
quick questions, requests and
“That’s hard,” he
fun comments. The music admitted. “We don’t want to
outside the room comes from be too preachy.”
the speakers in the ceiling and
Eltrevoog has the
matches the soft hum of the responsibility of creating the
CD player on the desk.
correct mix of ministry and
All seems as it should modem interests.
be, except a year ago none
As program director,
of this was there - in fact the he oversees every aspect of
personal effects of his boss programming from choosing
adorned this modem office and coaching on-air talent to
located just south of the Olivet overseeing music selection,
campus.
to supervising the production
Jonathon
“Johnny of commercials and other
Rock” Eltrevoog joined the elements.
crew at Shine.fm as program
When Jonathon took
director in June of this year the job, he knew there was
after graduating from Olivet an element missing in the
in May. His new position has programming of the station.
enabled him to integrate his He actively sought to fill that
faith with his profession.
gap with a relevant, upbeat
“Shine.fm is faith ministry tool.
based, but still tries to be
“We were relying too

heavily on the music to spread
our
Christian
message,”
Eltrevoog commented.
He searches through
the plethora of papers scattered
on his light tan desktop.
Pointing to a flier either
intentionally positioned away
from the chaos or haphazardly
thrown onto his left speaker, he
explains the Colorado-based
ministry that filled that gap.
Groundwire, hosted by
Shawn Dunn, is a one-minute
clip that meets all the station’s
needs while “challenging
listeners to live a more God
honoring life.”
Not everyone was
thrilled with the new addition,
but complaints have become a
regular part of Johnny’s new
life. He will frequently receive
listener complaints about other
segments of the programming.
“No one has come to
me and complained [about
Groundwire], but I know there
are people who think it’s too
preachy,” he said with a hint of
a smile.
Eltrevoog understands
the station will never meet
everyone’s needs, but strives
to keep listeners happy by
giving them good content in an
upbeat professional package.
In regards to living his

faith in the office, Eltrevoog is
pleased to be in a “non-vulgar,
safe” environment.
“I am not ashamed of
the message of the station and
I try to show that by example,”
the program director stated. “I
try not to base things on what
we can’t do [as a Christian
station], but on what we can
do.”
Working in a Christian
environment does not erase all
problems; in fact, it can create
problems.
“When you have to
pay the bills, it’s easy to get
caught up in that. So some
Christian (ministry) ideas get
shot down,” he sorrowfully
admitted.
He also acknowledged
that it has been difficult to be
a manager in a college-based
station.
“I f s
now
my
responsibility to discipline
poor behavior,” he said. “I am
responsible for problems at
the station, even though many
of [my employees] are also my
peers.”
It
has
been
a
difficult line to walk, both in
programming and interaction
with co-workers, but Eltrevoog
is pleased with his position.

Learning to integrate faith, work
This sem ester’s ch apel them e has p la ced a great em phasis on walking with C hrist “betw een
Sundays. ”Students reflect on th e ways O livetprepares them to walk lik e C hrist in the workplace.
“I think that the profes
sors have been an example
ay integrating devotions
and prayers at the start o f
class and the variety o f
ways they discuss faith in
class which give me ways I
could integrate my faith as
a doctor.”

Luke Hayes
Elementary Education
‘One o f the four asjects o f [the education
department’s] conceptual
framework is Christ-like
character, and w e integrate
it in our class discussions
and field experiences —it’s
constant, w e’re always
talking about how we can
ae Christ to kids.”

Amber Moore
Biology, Pre-Medicine

In matenal w e cover, the
aolitical science major is a
very activist centered de
gree. It’s the study o f being
a public servant ... to those
that have been disillusionec
and not been dealt justice

Collin Wilkins
Business Administration

Byan Quanstrom
Political Science

‘Basically most profes
sors start with prayer, and
if you’re lucky, a devotion.
Other than that they don’t
really teach faith in the
workplace. Som e give ex
amples o f how to-integrate,
aut that’s about it.”

Upcoming
Chapels
Nov. 3
Mickey Weston,
Chaplain, Chicago
White Sox
Nov. 9
Barbara Wilson,
Prison Fellowship
Nov. 10
Michael Benson,
University Chaplain
Nov. 16
Shores and Ander
son, Drama Team
Nov. 17
Os Hillman,
President of Market
place Leaders
Nov. 30
Brian Ali,
Superintendent of
Kankakee Schools
Dec. 1
Praise and worship
chapel
Dec. 7-8
Michael Benson,
University Chaplain
Dec. 14
>; John Bowling,
University President

On a TIG H T Budget?
Granny's Attic
is the place for you!
Go Treasure Hunting, and see
what you can dig up! You never
know what you're gonna get!
Garage Sale prices - everyday!
Household items, kitchen supplies, linenes,
decor. A r t and C ra ft supplies. Clothing
Furniture, S if t s , and much, much more!

Store Hours: Tuesday thru Saturday
9am-5pm
Closed Sunday and Monday

L1t .
1f
.
1

Granny's Attic 652 N. Fifth
Ave. Kankakee
9 3 6 -0 2 0 6
Ministering to the community
fo r 12 years.
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Content with pain, seeking salvation
Junior class chaplain reflects on both pain and complacency among Olivet students

By Eric Paul
Spirtiual Life writer
I started noticing two
things last semester that have
very evidently carried over to
this semester. The first is pain.
As a whole, we are living a
hurt life. Now I know that this
is a broad statement to place
upon 3,500 students, each in
different periods of life, but
take a look around you. Look

at more than just, the fake
answers that a person is doing
“good” and you’ll find a person
hurting from something.
Surface
level
friendships
really
annoy
me not only because I feel
relationships are vital to life
but because I can’t seem to
get past them myself. I tend to
lack the ability to reach out in
compassion and actually care
how a person is doing life.
Perhaps I brush past people
and don’t take the time to go
deeper because I have my own
pain to deal with. Don’t we all?
It could be that you’re hurting
from your parents’ divorce,
or maybe a close friend or
relative seemed to leave this
life too early. Maybe you just
went through a bad breakup
with a significant other, or

perhaps you are hurting from
what feels like an inability
to be loved. Our hurt could
stem from a betrayal or even
a type of injustice. It could
even be a hurt of fear: fear of
leaving something familiar,
fear of being vulnerable, or
even fear of being loved. Or
could it even be a pain from
abandonment?
I sometimes feel like
the Psalmist in chapter 13,
crying from the depths of my
. soul, “How long, O Lord? Will
you forget me forever? ... How
long must I wrestle with my
thoughts and every day have
sorrow in my heart?” We often
skip these types of passages.
I’m not sure why. We may be
trying to skip things we don’t
understand. Honestly, how
could a good God allow His

people to hurt?
The second thing I
noticed last semester, and
I think it is linked with our
hurting, is our lack of passion.
We have become content in
our state of pain. This is a
much heavier statement than
what it first leads you toward.
No person longs to hurt. We
would rather be filled with
joy and be happy, but we
aren’t. So in our anguish
we search for something to
give us happiness. We see it
everywhere.
Society, both
on and off our own campus,
looks for it in the opposite sex,
alcohol, pride, good deeds,
accomplishments, we.alth and
even an unhealthy form of
godliness.
So we have become
content in our present state

of unrighteousness rather
than answering the one who
heals. I like to call this type
of content living “condemned
complacency” for this nature
of living is under the curse
of God and will in fact be
condemned. It was never God’s
intent for such hurt to dwell
among us, but it in fact does.
However, God has fully made
His purpose known through
the revelation of His Son that
we may become complete
beings, full of joy and life.
Pain may come, that is certain
in our mortal lives, but may
we come to the conclusion that
the Psalmist himself portrays,
“But I trust in your unfailing
love; my heart rejoices in your
salvation.”

Evangels: Ministering to the elderly
A Spiritual Life ministry team acts as inspiration to local nursing home residents
By Luke Smith
Spiritual Life writer
Each week a group of
Olivet students known as the
“Evangels” visit the Provena
Our Lady of Victory nursing
home as part of the Spiritual
Life outreach to the elderly
members of the Bourbonnais
community.
Although this is just
the third week of operations
this year for the outreach
group, Evangels has already
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begun the never ceasing work
of building relationships with
the men and women at the
home.
Half a decade ago,
students attending ONU saw
an opportunity for touching
the lives of people in the
community around them. Now,
less than five minutes from the
Olivet campus, the fruit of the
initiative taken in 2000 is still
growing.
Each week, a group
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Your favorite hometown Canyon h right here in
*C

Bourbonnais

AILYOUCANEAT STEAKS, STEAK BURGERS,
HOT BUFFET, SALAD BAR, 8 DESSERTS.
AIL DRINKS ARE OH THE HOUSEk
Armour Road & Rotate 50 \
Ì8151 936 - 0120
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varying in size from 12 to
20 students visits Provena’s
senior services venue for
approximately one hour. Their
purpose is to build relationships
on an individual basis with
people for whom that might
be their only contact with the
outside world.
Nick Ruppel and
Stephanie
Menold
are
Evangel’s student leaders.
Ruppel, a senior from Detroit,
Mich., said that he has realized
during his last three years of
work with Evangels that the
most important part of this
ministry is being the light of
someone’s week.
“It is rewarding when
you are being that person that
they look- forward to seeing.
Many of the people we see
don’t have any visitors,” said
Ruppel. “We’ve been visiting
[one patient] for three years
now, and we’re the only people
who have ever visited her at
Provena. That’s how we build
relationships.”
Ruppel believes that
the driving force behind the
continuous involvement in
a project like Evangels is
the opportunity to witness to
people who may be running
out of opportunities to hear a
Christian message. However,
Ruppel also believes that
Evangels is something that
should not be taken lightly.
“If you have an
interest in ministering to the
elderlv then it’s great way to

Seniors Thea Hansen and Matt Smith visit with Marie
as part of Evangels, Spiritual Life Council's outreach to
nursing home residents. Submitted photo

build relationships and witness
to people. We try to be Jesus
with skin. But it will force you
to step out of your comfort
zone and some people are not
comfortable doing that. It’s not
for everyone,” Ruppel said.
Vice President of
Spiritual
Life
McCartha
McKenzie describes the group
as, “a group of students who
see a ministry in caring for
the average everyday needs of
elderly people,” and believes
that as the population becomes
overwhelmingly
elderly,
bridging that gap between the
elderly and the youth has never
been more important.
It is not how much you
do. but how much love you

put in the doing,” according
to Mother Teresa. While the
safety of the comfort zone will
offer a ministry opportunity to
one person and another person
might have to get up and look
for their chance to witness, the
key is not in the area itself, but
in how much is put into it.
If you would like more
information on Evangels, or
any other ministry opportunity
on campus, contact the
Spiritual Life office at ext.
6631.

Check out glimmerglass.olivet.edu fo r this week’s
online exclusive on the NBA’s new dress code.
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Tigers crush Sea-Hawks in opener,
Hodge optimistic about season
By Jimmy Street
Sports editor
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Junior Travis Meeks goes up for a lay-up against a
Memorial defender in Olivet's Homecoming game.
David Moore/Staff

Homecoming week
end means many things for
Olivet, and one of those is the
start of the basketball season.
Friday night, the Ti
gers (1-0) took on Memorial
University (Newfoundland)
(6-2) and demolished the SeaHawks to win their first contest
of the season by a convincing
score of 98-58.
This meeting between
Olivet and Memorial was the
second time that the two teams
have met. Last season, in the
first meeting between the two
schools, the Tigers slipped by
the Sea-Hawks 77-74 at Palm
Beach Atlantic (Fla.).
Head coach Ralph
Hodge had been worried about
the shortened preparation
time for this season’s opener,
but Olivet •came out of the
gate strong, taking the initial
lead and then jumping out to
a quick 11-5 lead. The Tigers
wouldn’t look back.
“Playing hard is some
thing we expect every night
but to show the poise in such
a stage as homecoming, with
the crowd, first game and lim
ited practice time, I think was
extremely big for us,” Hodge

his team-high four steals.
In the second half, the
Senior Zach Johnson,
who led the Tigers in scoring Tigers continued to dominate,
with 18 points, set the tone ending the game shooting 47
with just over 14 minutes to percent from the field.
To complement their
play in the first half when he
broke away from the defense high shooting percentage, the
after a Tiger steal and ignited Tiger defense forced 32 turn
the Homecoming crowd of overs while only turning the
2,600 with a thunderous two- ball over 12 times on the of
handed slam, giving the home fensive end.
Junior Stan Chismark
team a 16-5 lead.
was a big part of the Tigers’ '
high-powered offensive attack.
"To show the poise Chismark scored 15 points
[we showed], in
while going 2-2 from beyond
the
3-point line and 7-8 from
such a stage as
the free-throw line.
Homecoming ...I
The Olivet big men
think was extreme were key factors in the blow
out. Starters Johnson, Chis
ly big for us."
mark and Meeks tallied 47
points for the Tigers while’
sophomore Phil French and
» RALPH HODGE
HEAD COACH
freshman Nick Livas came off
ONU MENS BASKETBALL
the bench to add nine points
apiece.
Starting guard Phil
The Tigers, who shot
50 percent from the field in the Howell was 3-6 from 3-point
first half, took a 45-23 lead to range and ended the game with
the locker room at the half on 13 points.
The Tigers will be
the heels of a lay-up from Tra
vis Meeks as time expired.
back in action on Nov. 8 at St.
Meeks ended the Ambrose (Iowa). The road
game with 14 points and led game will be the first of nine
the Tigers in rebounding with straight away games for Oliv
eight boards to go along with et.
said.

Tigers fall victim to
No. 11 McKendree
By Jimmy Street
Sports editor
Until last weekend,
Olivet had its way against
ranked football opponents this
season.
On Homecoming Sat
urday, No. 11, McKendree
Kill.) (6-2, 4-1 MSFA) used
a dominating rushing attack
to defeat the Tigers (4-5, 2-3
MSFA) for the fifth consecu
tive time, by a score of 19-9.
The Bearcats only at
tempted six passes, which re
sulted in three completions
and 43 yards, but ran the ball
57 times for 257 yards. Head
coach Gary Newsome ad
dressed the McKendree run
ning game.
“McKendree, as well
as Urbana and William Penn,
hurt us by running right at us
north and south,” he said.
In the first quarter,
McKendree chose to receive
BffipSRPiPE!

and engaged in a drive which
lasted just under eight minutes
and traveled 65 yards. At the
end of the drive, the Bearcats’
quarterback, Brendon Delaney,
found the endzone on a 1-yard
run which put McKendree up
6- 0 .
On the next two
drives, Olivet and McKendree
would both go three-and-out
before the Tigers put together
a 52-yard drive. On that drive,
Olivet took 13 plays and just
less than six minutes to get
within field goal range. How
ever, the Tigers decided to test
their luck on fourth down and
turned the ball over on downs.
“Our inability to score
once we were inside the 25 hurt
us on Saturday also,” Newsome
said. “We had the opportunity
to kick two field goals, which
would have made the outcome
look closer, but we wanted and

needed touchdowns to win the
game, not just look good.” •
While the first half was
dominated by defensive play,
McKendree’s senior kicker,
Stephen Webb, converted on a
29-yard field goal with 13 sec
onds left in the first half to give
the Bearcats a 9-0 lead at the
end of the first 30 minutes of
play.
On the second play of
the opening drive in the second
half, Tiger quarterback Joe
Boseo threw an interception
to Bearcat linebacker Marcus
Mann, which was the game’s
only turnover.
The Bearcats would
capitalize on the Tiger mishap
and tally three more points on
another 29-yard field goal by
Webb with 11:22 remaining in
the third quarter.

Netherton’s

BODY SHOP, me.
SPECIALIZING
• Body & Frame Work
• Painting
• Semi & Fleet Painting
2081 W. Station St.
Kankakee, Illinois 60901
815-933-4191

See FOOTBALL, PAGE 10

933-4774 (Fax)

Visit us at NethertonsBodyShop.com!
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Peaking at the right time
Ranked No. 26 in NAIA, womens volleyball team celebrates “biggest win ever
and builds momentum toward potential national tournament run in San Diego

10

Scoreboard

EN'S BASKETBALL
em orial (Newfoundland)
W 98-58

By Hannah Witt
Sports writer
The women’s volley
ball team beat the sixth-ranked
team in the nation last Satur
day and the team is working
towards finishing the season
with a NAIA playoff berth.
At the Premier Clas-.
sic tournament this weekend,
the team played the second,
sixth and eighth-ranked NAIA
teams in the nation. They de
feated No. 6 St. Mary’s (Neb.)
and then St. Francis (Ind.)
The biggest win came
against St. Mary’s. Olivet is
ranked No. 26 in the NAIA
division and beating the sixthranked team was a historic
event for the Tigers.
“This is the biggest
win Olivet ever had over a top
10 team,” head coach Brenda
Williams said. “We realized
we can play at that level and it
is a big confidence booster.” .
“This win was great
for us,” sophomore Cassidy
Booher said. “We know that
we have the ability to be one of
the top ranked teams in the na

tion. It gave us confidence that
we deserve to be ranked No. 1
in our conference and region,
and that we do deserve to go to
nationals.”
Many players contrib
uted to the victory over the
sixth-ranked squad. Senior
Chelsie Rountree contribut
ed 20 kills and senior Emily
Lindquist added 13 kills and
13 blocks while sophomore
Cyndi Rucker had a team-high
24 digs.
The team started the
tournament with two losses to
National American University
(Calif.) and Columbia (Mo.).
National
American
defeated the Tigers in three
games, and Olivet forced Co
lumbia to five games, which
was an improvement from the
two teams’ earlier meeting
this year, when Columbia dis
mantled the Tigers in just four
games.
“We were pleased
today, taking them to five
games,” said Coach Williams.
“We played amazing
this weekend. I think things

FOOTBALL

are starting to come together,”
Lindquist said.
The team is currently
8-0 in conference and 23-13
overall. They will finish up
conference play on Tuesday
versus Trinity International
(111.), which is ranked second
in the conference behind the
Tigers.
The conference tour
nament will begin on Nov. 8
and the regional tournament
will begin on Nov. 16.
The team hopes to
finish the season well with a
conference win in the regular
season and the tournament, as
well as a bid to Nationals. Na
tionals will take place in San
Diego Nov. 30 through Dec.
3.
Along with their vol
leyball goals the team also set
out other goals.
• Coach Williams said,
“The first goal was just play
ing the best we could for the
Lord since He has given us all
of this talent. He deserves that
much from us for all the bless
ings He has given us.”

The team has accom
plished a lot throughout the
OOTBALL
season and has relied on lead
ers on the team to step up and
.Xavier(III.)
W 34-281
set the tone.
@William Penn (Iowa) L 24-31
“Megan Gullickson
L 9-19|
sets the tone for the game and VIcKendree (III.)
her positive attitude helps us
all stay up. [Michelle] McFadden is also a great leader. She VOLLEYBALL
leads the team in her actions
Olivet Nazarene Open
because she is such a great
.X avier (III.)
L 2-31
player,” Lindquist said.
L 1-3
Booher agrees that Columbia (Mo.)
owa Wesleyan
W 3-2|
Gullickson’s positive attitude
helps to set the pace of the
III. Inst. Tech.
W 3-11
games and adds that Rountree
rinity Christian Coll. W 3-1 [
has contributed greatly to the
team on and off the floor with
Prem ier Classic
(Omaha, Neb.)
her impressive communicatioa
NationalAmerican (Cafif.) L 0-31
skills.
L 2-3
The team is hoping Columbia (Mo.)
.
Mary's
(Neb.)
W 3-2
that the great showing this past
. Francis (Ind.)
W3-0|
weekend will help to carry
them and give them, the chance
rinity Int'l
to accomplish their ultimate
goal of making it to the na
tional tournament.
MEN'S SOCCER
ludson(lll.)
L 1-6]
St. Am bros (Iowa) L 3-4 O il
Grand View (Iowa)
L 0-1
aylor (Ind.)
W 4-11
CCAC Quarterfinals
@ St. Xavier (III.)
W 3-2|

In another outstanding
pable all afternoon. Fullback
Lamont Benn ran 25 times performance, Boseo led the WOMEN'S SOCCER
for a total of 130 yards, while Tiger offense with 236 yards
Olivet answered im Bearcats answered quickly
George Smith and Jones added on 21-40 passing. Lawrence Cal. Coll, o f St. Joseph's (Ind.)
mediately, driving 54 yards on with an eight-play, 71 yard
W 6-01
led Olivet in rushing with 36
another 115 rushing yards.
nine plays to set up a 27-yard drive, which was capped by a
ludson (III.)
L 1-21
“Their size, strength yards on 11 carries.
field goal by Matt Soulia. The 4-yard touchdown run by ju
Daniel
Herrmann
and speed made it very diffi
CCAC Quarterfinals
Soulia field goal cut the McK- nior running back Dominique
cult to stop runs for less than caught five passes for 63 yards
Jones.
@
Robert
Morris (III.) L 0-41
endree lead to 12-3.
while senior Joey Brewer had
The Bearcats’ rush four- and five yards at a time,” four receptions for 67 yards.
With the momentum
Newsome said.
showing signs of shifting, the ing attack was nearly unstopChris Bjorkland led
the
Tiger
defense in tackles MENS'S XC
"If we can get
HR
with 11, while Joe Thompson
healthy ...we will
ONU Tiger Invitational
and Joey Lochner each con
First Place
do very well in the tributed eight.
Both of the Tigers’
two remaining
two remaining regular season
games. Look for us games will be on the road. On WOMEN'S XC
iÜ
to win them both." Nov. 5 the team will travel to
St. Francis (111.).
ONU Tiger Invitational
Though the Tigers
First Place
» GARY NEWSOME
have
dropped
their
last
two
MS
ONU HEAD FOOTBALL COACH
games, Newsome remains
positive in his outlook on the GOLF
Down 19-3, the Tigers remainder of the season.
HP
NAIA Nationals
“If we can get healthy
found themselves needing two
Ninth Place touchdowns and two 2-point - Saturday we were missing
starters
and
playing
hurt
we
conversions in the fourth quar
will do very well in the two re
ter.
Mid-way through the maining games. Look for us to
fourth, Olivet running back win them both.”
¿PIÉ
Billy Lawrence found the
BP
à i
m
endzone for the Tigers’ only
mm.
touchdown on a 7-yard run.
8S§f
Scores courtesy o f
The Tigers were unable to con
olivet.edu/athletics
gflSI
vert on the 2-point conversion
(agssl
leaving the score at 19-9.
fits
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THEISS IN NICARAGUA
<CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

often peed in people’s laps
too, but they didn’t seem to
mind, they just let it dry and
took a shower the next day. If
you have trash or a little extra
rice and beans, you just threw
it on the floor where the birds
and chickens that lived with us
would scurry for it.
The shower wasn’t
really a shower. It was a mix
of metal scraps, sheets, and
towels put together to make
a little place where you could
dump bowls of water on
yourself to get clean. One day
it started to pour while I was
in the shower. It was like God
was trying to help me get wet
because He knew I was having
trouble!
My sisters loved
to braid and comb my hair
every day. One day my little
nephew - whom I kept calling
my grandchild on accident
in Spanish - was ferociously
brushing the dirt floor with the
comb they use for my hair. It
wasn’t but an hour later the
same comb was used by my
sisters to give me a new ‘do.
I didn’t get sick the
whole trip. Ueamedto swallow,
some types of meat without
having to chew, but I was for
the most part really happy with
the food I was given. They
would only give me half a cup
of something to drink because
they didn’t have much water.
Many times I was the only one
to get meat as part of my meal.
They weren’t lacking in food
though; there was always rice,

beans and platanos. I haven’t
had a single meal without
beans and rice for the last two
weeks!
My family treated me
like royalty in the midst of
their humble circumstance.
My 22-year-old sister wouldn’t
call me by my name. She
would only call me “princesa.”
This started to bother me, so
I called her princesa too and
eventually, every female in the
house was a princesa.
They had two rooms
that the 11 people in the
family slept in. So, there was
my sister, her husband and two
children who slept in the room
they set aside for me, and they
all slept in one bed, a single!
I couldn’t believe how much
they had given up for me. I was
never allowed to see the other
room, which was separated
from me by a tarp. I know they
all had at least two people to

"My [host] fam
ily treated me
like royalty in
the midst of their
humble circum
stance."
»DANIELLE THEISS
FORUM WRITER

a single bed and maybe some
on the floor. Often at night my
five sisters and mom would
flood my room and we would

all laugh at the funny things I
said or how I could move my
ears and my eyebrows. They
decided they wanted to paint
my nails one time. Somehow
we got to talking about leg
hair, and they said they never
shave because they don’t have
leg hair. I told them how lucky
they were for this and they
responded to me, “No.You’re
lucky because you’re white,
tall, and from Miami.” This
put me in my place.
Another night I felt
comfortable enough to ask my
sister Milandro what she would
want to do when she could
work. She said she would want
to work in a business.
“Doing what?” I
asked.
“Making clothes,” she
replied with a smile on •her
face.
They are so in need of
employment that they aspire to
make the shirts we wear. My
dad is a “campiceno,” meaning
he cuts the rice plants with a
machete for another farmer.
My brother-in-law and sister
Estila both worked in an
“empresa” making clothes. My
sister Socorro cleaned a house
in the city every day. The rest
stayed home to wash clothes,
cook, and make baskets to sell
in the market.
Here’s another story. I
went with my sister Milandro
to walk my little nephew
Michol to preschool. I had to
walk past all the other classes,
grades one to six. As I walked

MCKAIN IN EGYPT
<CONTINUED FROM PAGE 12

example, it is abhorrent to the
I suppose I can’t vast majority of Egyptians to
really relay the emphasis they place their elderly relatives
place on the family any other in a nursing home or care
way than by saying that the home. The fact that they may
family just IS. They are bom get better physical care there
into the family, they exist in makes no difference. They
the family, they live and work will stay at home because
in order to strengthen the to remove oneself from the
family and they will ultimately family, or worse, to be removed
die in the family. It supplies by the family is worse than
themwith many
of their dying. Observing the strength
meaningful relationships and of these family ties has been
in large part it supplies them one of the most beautiful
with the meaning of their things to study since my time
entire lives. As a concrete with an Egyptian family.

The greatest thing
about this semester is the
love I am able to give but
also receive from my fellow
MESPers. We had a covenant
service at the beginning of the
semester where we pledged
ourselves to each other and to
God. It was a time to commit
to one another, ensuring
everyone was dedicated to the
ideal Jesus has set for us. More
beautiful than Mt. Sinai or the
Red Sea are the 26 people I
live and study with.
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by the doors and windows,
they suddenly filled with little
Nicaraguan heads yelling,
“Gringa! Gringa!” It’s the
name given to white girls in
Latin America. Even the little
boys were making “piropos”
at me, comments like, “Hey,
beautiful princess.” This was
shocking, and I couldn’t ever
get away from it, no matter
where we went. White people
are almost only seen on TV.
Likewise, they think we are all
movie stars.

"They are so In
need of employ
ment that they
aspire to make the
shirts we wear."
»DANIELLE THEISS
FORUM WRITER

My family has never
received a piece of mail in
their entire life and they don’t
know what email is.
There is a sign in
graffiti stating, “Jesus Christ
is the best candidate for
president.” This culture if full
of faith, but in the mess of
their horrible politicians who
don’t do anything, they have
an attitude of laziness and
insignificance. I now realize I
shouldn’t say “I have to write
another essay.” Instead it’s, “I

am able to write an essay.”
All in all, I left with
more questions than I came
with.
Should I strive to pay
my Nicaraguan family back
for all they have given me, or
should I pay it forward?
Our director of this
program pointed out again
that Nicaragua is the second
poorest country in the Wqstem
Hemisphere, but ranked first
on the happiness chart. There
was a man who attempted to
measure happiness between
countries. He basically tested
thousands of people from each
country ranging from Western
Europe to all the countries in
the Americas. It was apparently
very thorough. Nicaragua was
ranked # 1 on the scale of
happiness.
“Who
is
really
needs help? The U.S. with a
disturbing abundance of things
and still isn’t content? Or the
Nicaraguans who have nothing
and find joy in living?” the
LASP director asked us.
I realize this statement
can only go so far. Not all
Nicaraguans are happy, not all
Americans are discontent. We
still need to strive to help those
who don’t have enough to live.
It does, however, make a good
point about the “things” in this
world that we so often base
our lives around. Nicaragua
was a most upsetting, joyful
and beautiful place.

FORUM

G

l im m e r G lass

• N o v e m b e r 3, 2Ö05 •

Students send word from overseas
In Nicaragua, senior Danielle Theiss discovers that
dreams are a little different on the other side of the equator.
By Danielle Theiss_____
Milandro if she would ever
want to go to Africa, thinking
I’ve
realized
a it wasn’t too harmful of a
common question I ask people question.
is what their dreams are. This
“What is Africa? I
is because I too love to dream. have never heard of it,” she
I could not do that with my replied.
Nicaraguan host family. They
I then drew her a rough
don’t have the luxury to dream map of the world. She didn’t
about what country they want even know where Nicaragua
to live in or what great things would be on that map. This
they would like to do. This has girl is intelligent, but almost
been possibly the most difficult no one has passed a 6th grade
reality for me.
education in Nicaragua. My
Forum writer

Senior Danielle Theiss poses with her Nicaraguan host family. Submitted photo

Icel, the youngest member of Theiss' host family, is
washed in the makeshift bathing area of her family's
home, pictured in the background. Submitted photo
One day we were just
sitting outside and I heard the
Lion King song come on. I
asked my 17-year-old sister

mom and grandma couldn’t
read. It was a blessing to be
able to read the Bible to them

Nicaragua - they have it pretty
the next.
in Spanish in the mornings.
good in comparison to some.
It’s
amazing
to
see
the
They have a TV, which
We had dirt floors,
is their window to the world. impression and example our
My “cunado” - brother-in-law respected country is giving to which were pretty dirty but
- came to visit and we were Nicaragua, a country that has pretty convenient! I had an 80watching some violent movie been tom from a history of war year old grandma, so precious,
so Nicaraguan. She spit on the
and violence.
about Alcatraz.
Each person in my dirt floor every five minutes.
“There are a lot of guns
group
had
different experiences There was a baby named Icel
in the U.S., right? There is a lot
of violence, isn’t there? And and lived in different income who didn’t wear a diaper;
you have really nice highways, levels. Mine was ranked one when she peed, they just held
with four lanes sometimes, of the poorest. It was amazing. her over the dirt floor. She
right?” he asked, firing one I had to remind myself that my
See THEISS» PAGE 11
TV-gleaned assumption after family was not the poorest in

In Egypt, a difficult homestay teaches junior Wes McKain
the importance o f fam ily and a 25-word vocabulary.
By Wes McKain
Forum writer

My homestay was
a great experience. If I had
to summarize it, however,
into one word, that word
would probably have to be
difficult. I just happened
to be one of the few people
who stayed with a family that
spoke absolutely no English,
making communication very
challenging.
After
hours
of
trying to figure out what
they were talking about
and doing strenuous - and
slow — mental translation,
I was often exhausted by
nighttime. Honestly speaking
though, it was amazing -to
learn how much you can
communicate with a 25 word
vocabulary, about 1,000 facial
expressions and whatever
hand motions one feels
inspired to make. I think I
did impersonations of about

everything under the sun,
some of which were quite
funny. And if you don’t know,
looking like an idiot trying to
explain yourself is a great way
to break the ice.
The family lived in a
suburb in southern Cairo called
Helwan. It was relatively poor,
poorer than where I live and
study - an older neighborhood
known as Agouza - but nicer
than some areas I’ve been
to. They had running water
which was a blessing, and
the housing, was more than
adequate.
I really had no reason
to complain; as I was their
guest, they did the natural
Egyptian thing to do and
treated me like a king. I had
more than plenty to eat and
often it took more time for
me to tell them what I needed
than for them to rush to get it
for me. Helwan is primarily
Muslim, as all of Egypt is, but

I got the feeling there was a
sizeable Christian minority in
the area who knew each other
and attended church together.
Which brings me to
the family. The immediate

"I can't really re
late the emphasis
[Egyptians] place
on the family any
other way than
saying that the
family just IS."
» WES MCKAIN

family I stayed with was
Coptic Christian. (A side note,
most of the boys in our group
stayed with the Christians and
the girls with Muslims, I guess
for cultural reasons.)
My
family consisted of the father,

Sami; the mother, Amani; and
a month old daughter named
Sandi. They were young,
perhaps 25 years old. Sami
worked at one of the many
comer juice shops, shops that
specialize in making you any
kind of fresh fruit juice under
the sun (from pomegranate to
strawberry), right before your
eyes. Amani stayed at home
and took care of Sandi.
Above and below
them in their three-story flat
were Sami’s extended family,
including his two brothers and
one sister. Actually, one of
the most interesting and cool
aspects of the Egyptian culture
is how incredibly tight knit
the families are. They serve
about the same purpose as the
individual does in ' Western
society, socially and even
legally.
Let me explain. In the
United States the individual
is usually the unit around

which society is based. All
of our laws and regulations
are tailored for “individual
rights”; our education and
career options are according
to our individual choice; the
religion we choose to observe
is our individual preference;
the list goes on.
In Egypt, and I think
elsewhere in the . Middle
East, most of those major
decisions are made on the
familial level. Instead of each
individual functioning as an
autonomous unit, the family
becomes that unit and each
individual must sublimate their
individual desires to ensure its
continued well-being.

See MCKAIN >PAGE 11

